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Dear  Friends, 


Robert  C.   Taylor, 
Zion. 
May,  1951. 


T^/iP   beautiful    Salt    Lake    Temple    saw    a    busy  day  on  this  the   19th  of  March  as  no  less 

'   *"   than    three   former  South   African    missionaries    walked    into    the    sacred    building    free 

men  and  returned,  each  shackeld  to  a  fair  young  lady  for  time  and  all  eternity.    This 

must  be  a  record  for  the  mission,  and  the  three,  Sterling    Workman,    Mauray    Payne    and    Alden 

Romney,  should  certainly  be  congratulated. 

This  is  typical  of  the  news  concerning  returned  missionaries,  and  I  might  add,  especially 
of  the  South  African  variety.  It's  one  grand  story  of  courtship,  marriage,  and  family  raising 
with  the  possible  exception  of  one  or  two  continent  souls  such  as  the  writer  of  this  letter. 

I  soon  became  aware  of  the  mad  rush  for  the  altar  after  arriving  home  last  June  as  first 
Vernon  Scott,  then  Stew  Parker,  followed  by  Lavar  Rockwood,  peeled  off  and  dove  into  the 
unfathomable  sea  of  matrimony.  When  school  started  in  the  fall  I  saw  Charles  Wilkes  at 
the  University  of  Utah  and  discovered  he  had  been  married  for  some  time.  Word  from  down 
south  indicated  that  Herman  Buhlcr  had  taken  the  step.  Nick  Smith  arrived  home  just  in 
time  for  fall  quarter  and  couldn't  even  wait  until  winter  quarter  to  tie  up  with  Marion. 
Frank  Bradshaw  and  Dell  Higham  got  married  just  in  time  to  wave  farewell  to  their  wives  as 
they  donned  khaki  uniforms  for  Uncle  Sam.  George  Quick  arrived  in  town  not  so  long  ago 
and  before  most  of  us  knew  he  was  here,  he  married  a  Salt  Lake  girl  and  moved  on  to  California. 

The  near  future  promises  to  write  the  same  kind  of  history  as  has  been  the  theme  of  this 
whole  tale  so  far.  On  the  morrow,  President  Sharp's  last  son,  Alan,  will  say  "I  do"  in 
the  famous  Mormon  shrine,  and  "  Big  Thad "  Evans  has  promised"  to  repeat  his  vows  two 
weeks  hence. 

It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  closely  watch  some  of  these  beautiful  romances  begin,  grow, 
and  bloom  like  spring  flowers.  I  have  been  most  aware  of  the  operations  of  the  men  I  used  to 
sing  witll  in  the  "  Cumorah  Quartet."  It  was  the  day  of  Stewart  Parker's  homecoming  in 
Ogden  when  the  "  Giant "  set  eyes  on  his  "  big-fun-one,"  and  a  solemn  warning  from  hint 
was  enough  to  keep  the  less  muscular  of  us  away  from  Miss  Colleen  van  Noy.  From  then  on  it 
was  purely  routine.  I  invited  the  quartet  boys  to  sing  for  a  canyon  party  sponsored  by  my 
ward  M.I. A.,  and  there  introduced  our  blue-eyed,  curly-headed  second  tenor  to  the  prettiest 
girl  in  the  ward.  In  two  months  she  had  his  carat  stone.  Then  there  is  Buddy,  alias  "  Quag- 
mire "  Felt — but  here  I  must  cut  short,  for  the  storv  of  Buddy's  romances  is  far  too  long  and 
involved  to  even   begin  to  unravel  in  this  short   space. 

An  understanding  of  the  reason  for  this  mad  impetuous  rush  to  begin  married  life  might 
be  gained  if  you  were  to  look  in  on  some  of  these  newly  married  couples.  You  might  see 
such  scenes  of  contentment  as  Bob  Herzog  and  his  beautiful  wife  and  baby  girl  watching  on  as 
he  is  busily  engaged  in  painting  his  apartment  green  or  upholstering  his  furniture  in  gay  colours. 
Surely  you  can  easily  picture  Nick  Smith  stretched  out  on  his  chaise  lounge  leisurely  popping 
rare  delicacies  into  his  mouth  which  his  in-laws  had  sent  over,  while  his  wife  paints  the  back 
hall  of  his  new  little  dream  home,  or  Lamar  Matkin  pacing  the  floor  at  night  with  one  of  his 
brand  new  twins  in  each  arm.     Yes,   it's  easy  to  see  why  marriage  is  such  a  delightful  thing. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  of  us  who  have  been  able  to  withstand  the  charms  of  the 
lovelies  in  Zion.  Such  stalwarts  as  Bill  Christensen,  Tom  Robinson,  Pete  Russell,  Mickey 
Duncan,  Verl  O'Brien,  Buddy  Felt,  Dean  Berlin,  and  yours  truly  are  all  so  engrossed  in  our 
studies  at  the  U.  of  U .  that  we  can't  be  bothered  with  women  and  their  schemes  outside  of  a 
date  or  two  a  week.  Free  man  Glen  Pincgar  down  at  the  B.Y.U.  remains  somewhat  of  an 
enigma,  but  don't  be  surprised  at  anything  he  does.  Still  single  are  Rex  Curtis  and  John 
Taylor,  although  they  look  pretty  weak — and,  oh  yes,  the  troops  who  gathered  at  the  Workman 
reception  tonight  saw  Sterling's  sister  Helen  sporting  a  new  diamond  from  none  other  than 
Robert  Hyer,  so  he's  down  for  the  count  along  with  Morris  Wilding  "who  is  also  engaged. 

(Continued    on   last    page) 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


BRIGHAM  YOUNG  UNIVER- 
SITY had  the  athletic  spotlight 
thrown  on  it  last  month  by  walk- 
ing away  with  the  winner's  cup 
at  the  U.S.  National  Invitational 
Basketball  Tournament  in  Madi- 
son Square  Garden  at  New  York. 

As  winner  of  the  "Skyline  Con- 
ference" in  the  middle  west  BYU 
journeyed  east  for  a  try  at  big- 
time  basketball.  The  final  score 
of  the  championship  game  with 
Dayton,  Ohio,  was  62-43.  Roland 
Minson.  a  junior  at  th?  "  Y." 
brought  home  a  trophy  for  b?hi3 
"  the  most  valuable  player "  i.i 
the  tournament. 

During  the  half-time  the  newly 
appointed  president  of  th? 
church's  university,  Dr.  Ernest 
L.  Wilkinson,  spoke  to  the  18  3  DO 
fans  in  attendance  and  millions 
of  others  over  two  nation-wide 
radio  networks.  President  Wil- 
kinson explained  the  ideals  and 
way  of  life  of  the  team  and  of 
the  organisation  they  represented 
in  a  brief  but  very  impressive 
address.  Some  of  his  comments 
are  as  follows: 

"  May  I  first  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  congratulate  our 
worthy  and  respected  opponents. 
We  salute  them  for  their  courage, 
their  tenacity  and  their  too  fre- 
quent ability  to  turn  defeat  into 
victory.  As  for  our  own  players, 
we  want  them  to  know  while  we 
hope  they  win — the  game  is  not 
yet  over  —  we  will  be  equally 
proud  of  them  whether  they  win 
or  lose.  We  commend  them  for 
their  clean  sportsmanship.  We 
are  grateful  that  no  finger  of 
suspicion  has  ever  been  raised  to 
question  their  loyalty  or  integrity, 
either  to  their  alma  mater  or 
what  is  more  important,  to  them- 
selves. 

"A  Mormon  leader  once  said 
that  he  aimed  to  teach  his  people 
correct  principles  and  then  left 
them  to  govern  themselves.  Our 
basketball  boys  have  been  taught 
those  principles  in  their  univer- 
sity as  well  as  in  their  homes, 
and  we  are  confident  that  wher- 
ever they  go  they  will  deport 
themselves  in  accordance  with 
those  principles.  Neither  drink- 
ing nor  gambling,  nor  even  so- 
called  "social  betting,"  is  a  part 
of  their  code  of  ethics.  We  are 
thankful   they    have   the   simple 


faith  taught  by  Brigham  Young, 
who  founded  this  great  univer- 
sity. In  giving  his  first  instruc- 
tion to  Dr.  Maeser,  its  president, 
he  said :  '  Dr.  Maeser,  I  do  not 
want  you  to  teach  even  the  mul- 
tiplication tables  without  the  aid 
and  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord.' 

"And  so  consistent  with  the 
spirit  of  those  instructions,  our 
Brigham  Young  players  have  a 
group  prayer  before  each  game, 
not  a  prayer  that  they  will  win. 
but  that  they  may  uphold  the 
highest  standards  of  sportsman- 
ship and  that  each  of  them  m;y 
do  his  best.  They  recognise  that 
when  the  One  Great  Scorer 
comes  to  mark  against  your 
name,  he  marks  not  that  you  won 
or  lost  but  how  you  played  the 
game. 

"  We  are  proud  of  the  way  our 
boys  play  the  game;  proud  also 
of  Stan  Watts,  their  coach,  who 
in  his  quiet  way  has  taught  them 
the  true  sportsman's  code.  May 
the  best  team  win,  but  may  that 
team  be  the  Cougars!  " 
PRESIDENT  DAVID  O.  McKAY 
recently  addressed  the  largest 
body  of  Priesthood  bearers  ever 
assembled  for  a  conference — over 
12,000.  He  reported  on  the  out- 
standing progress  being  made  by 
the  church  to-day  and  reviewed 
the  missionary  system  which  is 
now  functioning  at  an  all-time- 
high  with  nearly  8.000  mission- 
aries at  home  and  abroad.  Bap- 
tisms in  the  field  are  greater; 
one  mission  reported  263  convert 
baptisms  in  the  field  for  one 
month  and  well  over  a  thousand 
for  the  previous  year.  The 
stakes  and  wards  are  increasing. 
More  church  edifices  are  now 
under  construction  than  we  have 
ever  had  before  in  the  history 
of  the  church;  over  400  different 
chapels  are<now  under  construc- 
tion simultaneously  throughout 
the  world! 

Although  comparatively  small 
in  numbers,  to-day  the  church  is 
one  of  the  most  rapidly  growing 
in  the  world.  It  has  been  re- 
ported from  other  sources  that 
the  LDS  Church  is  the  third 
largest  in  the  state  of  California, 
second  only  in  numbers  there  to 
the  Roman  Catholics  and  the 
Jews. 


Cover:    The    reorganised    First     Presidency.       L.     to     R.:     Pres. 

Stephen    L.    Richards.    Pres.    Darld    O.    McKay,    and    Pres.    J, 

Reuben  Clark. 
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By    President    Evan    P.    Wright 


A  Prophet  of  God  and  a  beloved  friend 
and  leader  was  taken  from  among  his  people 
when  President  George  Albert  Smith 
answered  the  summons  to  return  to  his 
Maker.  All  things  are  known  to  the  all- 
wise  Father  though,  and  He  is  ever  mind- 
ful of  His  children  and  His  Kingdom  upon 
the  earth.  He  who  knoweth  all  things  has 
raised  another  Prophet  to  guide  us  in  these 
latter  days.  "  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul: 
and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless  His  holy 
name." 

At  the  solemn  session  of  General  Confer- 
ence, April  6th,  two  days  after  the  death 
of  President  George  Albert  Smith,  President 
David  O.  McKay  was  sustained  by  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Church  assembled  as  Prophet, 
Seer  and  Revelator  and  President  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints. 
As  he  takes  his  appointed  place  at  the  head 
of  the  Church,  President  McKay  has  the 
love,  confidence  and  goodwill  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Twenty  years  ago  a  non-Mormon  who 
had  been  a  lifelong  resident  of  Utah  said, 
' '  If  the  Mormon  people  would  allow  their 
non -Mormon  friends  to  elect  their  Pesident, 
David  O.  McKay  would  certainly  be  the  man 
of  their  choice.  He  would  make  the  most 
popular  President  among  groups  both  in  and 
outside  that  the  Church  has  ever  had." 
Few  men  enjoy  the  respect  and  good  will 
of  their  communities  as  President  McKay 
does.  He  will  surely  be  an  able  leader  to 
direct  the  Church  and  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

David  Oman  McKay  was  born  Septem- 
ber 8,  1873,  at  Huntsville,  Utah  of  solid 
L.D.S.  stock.  His  parents'  home  was  a 
stronghold  of  love  and  faith  in  God,  and 
young  David  was  taught  the  principles  or 
the  Gospel  from  his  early  youth.  His 
father  served  as  a  Bishop  of  the  Church 
for  twenty  years.  His  mother  encouraged 
her  husband  to  accept  a  missionary  call 
to  preach  the  Gospel  out  in  the  world,  when 
she  was  expecting  a  new  baby  to  arrive  at 
any  hour.  Such  is  the  heritage  of  this  man. 
Our  great  leader  has  increased  the  blessings 
of  his  birthright,    and   now   stands   at   our 


head  after  having  served  the  Church  faith- 
fully all  of  his  life. 

President  McKay  is  large  in  stature,  a 
handsome  and  striking  man  possessed  of  a 
dynamic  personality.  To  be  in  his  pres- 
ence is  in  itself  a  blessing  and  a  source  of 
strength  and  encouragement.  He  fairly 
radiates  faith  in  God,  and  friendliness  for 
his  fellow-men.  This  man  of  God  is 
humble,  sweet,  kind,  gentle  and  deeply 
spiritual — a  giant  among  his  fellows.  He 
has  a  natural  capacity  for  leadership,  and 
in  addition  has  had  years  of  training  and 
preparation  to  qualify  him  for  his  present 
position.  He  is  an  exponent  of  self  disci- 
pline, and  over  the  years  has  trained  him- 
helf  for  service  to  God  and  men.  His  life 
has  always  been  devoted  to  the  Church  and 
its  work. 

Since  his  youth  President  McKay  has  been 
closely  associated  with  Sunday  School  work 
and  that  organisation.  In  Weber  Stake  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Stake  Sunday  School 
Board  and  served  as  assistant  superintendent. 
In  1906  he  was  appointed  second  assistant 
general  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 
for  the  entire  Church.  Three  years  later 
he  was  advanced  to  first  assistant,  and  in 
1918  became  general  superintendent,  whk.ll 
position  he  held  until  1934,  when  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  First  Presidency. 

As  a  young  Elder  in  the  Church  serving 
as  a  humble  missionary  in  Scotland,  Presi- 
dent McKay,  together  with  other  mission- 
aries, heard  James  W.  McMurrin,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  European  Mission  Presidency,  b.'.ar 
testimony  that  if  Elder  McKay  would  prove 
faithful,  he  would  some  day  stand  in  the 
leading  councils  of  the  Church.  That 
promise  was  fulfilled  when  President  McKay 
was  called  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  and 
ordained  an  Apostle  April  9,  1906,  the  same 
day  that  Elder-s  Orson  F.  Whitney  and 
George  F.  Richards  were  ordained  to  the 
same  office.  At  that  time  he  had  not  yet 
celebrated  his  33rd  birthday. 

In  1922  President  McKay  went  to  London, 
England  to  take  up  residence  and  to  preside 
over  the  European  Missions,  where  he  served 
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for  two  years.  He  and  Sister  McKay,  who 
served  as  European  Mission  Relief  Society 
President,  travelled  in  most  countries  of 
Europe,  and  to  Palestine,  Syria  and  North 
Africa.  On  October  6,  1934,  immediately 
after  the  death  of  President  Anthony  W. 
Ivins,  President  McKay  was  selected  second 
counsellor  in  the  First  Presidency,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  under  Presidents 
Heber  J.  Grant  and  George  Albert  Smith. 
As  a  member  of  the  First  Presidency  one 
of  President  McKay's  responsibilities  has 
been  to  direct  the  great  missionary  system 
of  the  Chur.:h  throughout  the  world.  Upon 
the  death  of  President  George  F.  Richards, 
President    McKay    was    sustained    as    the 


PRESIDENT  DAVID  O.  McKAY 

President  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve,  al- 
though Elder  Joseph  Fielding  Smith,  next 
in  seniority  in  the  Council,  served  as  acting 
president  of  the  Council  because  of  Presi- 
dent McKay's  position  in  the  First  Presi- 
dency. 

During  1920-21  President  McKay  and 
Elder  Hugh  J.  Cannon  made  an  extensive 
trip  which  is  the  outstanding  missionary 
journey  of  Church  history.  They  travelled 
62,500  miles  which  took  them  more  than  a 
year's  time.  During  the  journey  they  spent 
five  months  on  the  waters  and  went  over 
every  ocean  of  the  globe.  Thev  visited 
every  mission  of  the  Church  outside  the 
United  States  except  South  Africa.  This 
tour    is    an    experience    dear    to    President 


McKay's  hearty  and  having  visited  many 
people  in  places  far  removed  trom  the  centre 
Stakes,  we  know  he  is  anxious  to  have  one 
of  the  General  Authorities  visit  us  in  South 
Africa,  a  privilege  which  we  alone  of  the 
Missions  of  the  Church  have  not  yet  en- 
joyed. All  of  the  members  of  the  Church 
in  this  land  hope  and  pray  that  during 
his  administration  we  will  have  the  blessing 
of  a  personal  visit  from  one  of  the  General 
Authorities. 

Before  President  McKay's  Church  posi- 
tions required  him  to  devote  all  of  his  time 
and  energy  to  Church  work  ho  had  chosen 
education  for  his  profession  and  life's  work. 
Prior  to  completing  his  own  academic  edu- 
cation he  taught  school  in  Huntsville.  After 
finishing  university  he  returned  as  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  same  school. 

President  McKay  was  born  with  a  real 
desire  and  gift  for  education.  He  received 
his  preliminary  schooling  in  Huntsville  and 
at  the  Weber  Stake  Academy.  He  later 
attended  university  at  the  B.Y.U.  and  U.  of 
U.,  being  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1897. 
In  addition  to  being  an  outstanding  student 
he  was  president  of  his  graduating  class  and 
a  member  of  the  first  University  of  Utah 
football  team. 

President  McKay  was  a  teacher  and  later 
principal  of  Weber  Academy.  He  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  Weber  College,  and  later 
its  president  of  the  Board  of  Education.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents 
at  the  University  of  Utah,  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  at  the  Utah  State  Agri- 
cultural College,  and  as  Church  Commis- 
sioner of  Education.  In  1950  he  was  hon- 
oured with  an  honorary  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Law.  On  that  occasion  hs  was  cited 
"  for  his  work  as  Churchman,  Educator, 
Champion  of  Clean  Government,  Inspirer 
of  Youth  and  Spokesman  For  The  Chris- 
tian Way  Of  Life." 

President  McKay  has  cultivated  a  great 
love  for  the  land  and  for  the  out  of  doors. 
He  still  maintains  a  farm  in  the  Huntsville 
district,  and  his  favourite  recreation  is  visit- 
ing and  working  on  his  land  and  with  his 
animals.  He  is  widely  recognised  as  an 
expert  horseman. 

On  January  2,  1901  President  McKay  was 
married  to  Emma  Ray  Riggs.  He  has  been 
richly  blessed  with  a  good  wife  who  has 
always  been  an  inspiration  to  him.  She,  too, 
is  a  faithful,  devoted  Latter-day  Saint. 
Sister  McKav  is  pleasant,  charming,  gracious, 
(Continued  on  page  75) 
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FROM  THE  RHODESIAS 


"  The   Smoke   That    Thunders." 


Victoria  Falls. 


It  was  in  September,  1950,  that  eight  of 
the  Elders  of  modern  Israel  moved  to  "  the 
land  northward "  under  the  direction  of 
their  mission  president  to  announce,  for 
the  first  time  in  mission  history,  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Southern  Rhodesia  the  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy  that  the  Gospel  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  been  restored  to  the 
earth.  To  the  two  major  centres  of  Bula- 
wayo  and  Salisbury  did  they  go  to  herald 
their  saving  message.  Ambitious  hopes 
had  raised  their  spirits  and  expectations 
for  results  to  a  lofty  height.  Various  factors 
united  to  disappoint  them  in  the  immediate 
reception  the  gospel  received  there.  Chief 
among  these  contributors  was  the  general 
condition  of  indifference  toward  the  things 
of  the  spirit  or  anything  of  a  religious 
nature,  as  was  demonstrated  in  the  attitude 
of  those  interviewed.  Nevertheless,  the 
same  spirit  of  perseveranje  and  an  abiding 
faith  in  the  ultimate  destiny  of  this  great 
latter  day  work,  which  has  always  moti- 
vated the  lives  and  actions  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  replaced  discouragement  with  stal- 


wart determination.  Hundreds,  even 
thousands,  were  approached.  Few  listened; 
even  fewer  believed.  The  Elders  knew 
that  all  they  could  do  was  to  plant  the 
seeds,  that  it  was  God  who  would  give  the 
increase.  They  sowed.  We  have  begun  to 
reap.  May  the  Most  High  prosper  the 
harvest. 

The  missionary  corps  of  the  church  in 
Southern  Rhodesia  was  "  added  upon "  in 
February  when  two  more  missionaries  re- 
ceived assignments  to  travel  to  Umtali,  that 
country's  third  city  of  prominence  which 
stands  as  the  eastern  gateway  to  the  Rho- 
desias  as  it  borders  Portuguese  East  Africa. 
Unlike  so  much  of  the  uninteresting  flat- 
lands  of  Southern  Rhodesia.  Umtali 
proudly  advertises  the  beauty  and  splen- 
dour of  the  mountains  which  nature  has 
endowed  the  eastern  d'strict  with.  Though 
it  has  experienced  phenomenal  growth 
since  World  War  II,  there  has  been  pre- 
served there  a  community  spirit  of  frater- 
nisation too  often  destroyed  through  the 
invasion  of  immigrants.     The  overwhelm- 
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ing  hospitality  that  characterises  the  people 
and  for  which  this  young  country  is  re- 
nowned, has  been  extended  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Lord  labouring  there. 
However,  the  general  populace  appear  to 
be  equally  as  outstanding  in  their  indiffer- 
ence toward  religion.  There  are  many  ex- 
ceptions to  this.  It  is  they  who  shall  make 
profitable  the  missionary  investment  being 
made  in  the  Rhodesias. 

Pushing  back  even  further  the  frontiers 
of  the  gospel  in  Africa,  were  the  three 
Elders  wno  journeyed  to  Luanshya,  North- 
ern Rhodesia,  at  the  end  of  March.  Elders 
Robert  P.  Thorn,  Dean  W.  Martin  and 
Murry  C.  Nichols  were  met  by  the  saints 
resident  there  and  received  their  first  in- 
troduction to  that  remote  section  of  this 
vast  continent.  To  aid  the  faithful  saints 
in  teaching  the  restored  gospel  to  those 
inhabiting  the  wealthy  %t  copperbelt "  was 
the  reason  for  their  arrival. 

What  a  joy  it  was  to  find  members  of 
the  church,  though  isolated  from  their 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  gospel  by  vast 
distances,  living  lives  above  reproach — 
devoted,  faithful  Latter-day  Saints  whose 
every  action  testifies  to  the  world  of  the 
virtues  of  their  religious  philosophy. 
Weekly  meetings  are  held  at  which  the 
Holy  Sacrament  is  administered  and  the 
truths  of  the  gospel  unfolded.  Such  a  won- 
derful example  of  God  has  been  presented 
in  the  lives  of  these  people,  that  other  sons 
and  daughters  of  God  have  been  attracted 
by  it  and  are  now  pursuing  a  study  of  the 
gospel  and  are  accepting  the  truth.  They 
have  let  their  lights  so  shine  among  men, 
that  others  have  seen  their  good  works  and 
are  glorifying  our  Father  in  heaven.  God 
bless  these  valiant  souls. 

On  April  1,  1951,  the  home  of  Bro.  and 
Sis.  Fred  J.  Spear  was  the  scene  of  the 
first  Northern  Rhodesian  conference.  Shar- 
ing in  the  beauty  and  joy  of  those  sessions 
of  worship  were  thirty-one  of  our  Father's 
children.  All  gloried  in  this  wonderful  ex- 
perience enjoyed  only  by  the  assembled 
saints  of  God. 

Elders  Martin  and  Nichols  are  now  en- 
gaged in  regular  missionary  work  among 
those  people  and  report  that  their  reception 
has  been  very  encouraging,  for  the  hearts 
and  homes  of  the  people  are  being  opened 
to  them.  After  one  week  of  visiting  among 
the  saints  living  in  Luanshya  and  N'dola. 
Elder  Thorn  returned  to  Cape  Town. 


BULAWAYO  "TOWN  MEETING" 


Tne  four  Elders  labouring  in  Bulawayo, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  staged  a  Public  Meet- 
ing in  that  city's  Town  Hall  on  the  17th  of 
April.  For  three  weeks  they  campaigned 
hard  and  distributed  3,000  handbills  and 
posters.  Despite  heavy  competition  on  the 
night  of  the  meeting  a  fairly  large  crowd 
turned  out  and  received  a  comprehensive 
lecture  on  the  Message  of  Mormonism  by 
the  Presiding  Elder,  Leo.  D.  Miller.  The 
technicolour  movie,  "  The  Valley  of 
Triumph,"  gave  the  Rhodesians  an  insight 
to  the  commonwealth  that  the  LDS  people 
have  established  in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

The  meeting  also  served  to  locate  two 
new  LDS  families  from  England  who  have 
just  moved  to  Bulawayo.  Elders  Miller, 
Sorensen,  Harrison  and  Parker  are  all 
anxious  to  form  a  branch  in  the  near 
future. 


The  Childless  Mother 


I  take  no  honour  from  the  many  who 
Are  mothers  and  who  wear  their  motherhood 
With  grace  as  beautiful  as  candle-glow, 
Whose   hands   are   swift   in   doing   constant 

good. 
And  yet,  I  know  for  certain  there  arc  those 
WTho  truly  would  be  mothers  and  who  ache 
Deeply  within  themselves  when  seeing  rows 
Of  girls  in  dresses  that  their  mothers  make. 
For  they  are  mothers  to  each  lonely  child 
In  neighbourhood  or  church.    They  smile, 

they  teach, 
They  encompass  with  love.     Unreconciled, 
They  crave  always  this  thing  beyond  their 

reach. 

So,  on  this  day,  honouring  another, 
I  pav  a  tribute'  to  each  childless  mother. 
— Christie  Lund  Coles. 


"  In  this  day  of  oceans  of  books  and 
avalanches  of  education,  if  we  are  not  careful 
we're  going  to  rely  on  what  somebody  else  has 
thought  rather  than  do  our  own  thinking!" 

"  Pity,  when  given  to  others,  may  be  a  virtue, 
but  is  a  most  deadly  drug  when  administered 
to  yourself.*' 

— Marvin  Ashton. 
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Pros.  George  Albert  Smith. 
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"I  have  lived  a  long  time,  as  compared 
with  the  average  of  human  beings,  and  I 
have  had  a  happy  life.  It  will  not  be  many 
years,  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  till 
the  summons  to  the  other  side  will  reach 
me.  I  look  forward  to  that  time  with 
pleasant  anticipation.  And  after  eighty 
years  in  mortality,  travelling  in  many  parts 
of  the  world,  associating  with  great  and 
good  men  and  women  I  witness  to  you, 
that  I  know  to-day  better  than  I  ever  knew 
before  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ;  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  prophet 
of  the  living  God.  I  know  this  as  I  know 
that  I  live,  and  I  realise  that  to  bear  this 
testimony  to  you  is  a  very  serious  matter 
and  that  I  shall  be  held  accountable  by  my 
Heavenly  Father  for  this  and  all  other 
things  I  have  taught  in  His  name.  Realis- 
ing this  and  knowing  that  if  I  were  to  mis- 
lead you  that  I  would  be  held  accountable 
for  it,  with  love  and  kindness  in  my  heart 
for  all,  I  bear  this  witness  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

So  wrote  President  George  Albert  Smith 
as  he  reached  the  eightieth  year-marker  in 
his  journey  along  the  highway  of  life — 
April  1950. 

Perhaps  he  realised  even  to  a  greater 
extent  than  he  intimated,  that  the  sands 
in  the  hourglass  of  his  life  were  but  few 
remaining.  It  was  in  the  evening  of  April 
4,  1951,  just  eighty-one  years  to  the  day 
after  his  birth,  that  the  God  of  heaven  and 
earth,  who  he  had  so  long  served  and  rep- 
resented, issued  a  call.  Through  death's 
angel  came  the  summons  to  join  his  Maker, 
his  predecessors  who  have  led  Israel,  his 


family,  and  all  those  children  of  the  Lord 
that  have  abided  the  law,  in  the  royal 
courts  oa  high. 

Though  released  from  his  might;-  re- 
sponsibilities in  the  flesh,  each  of  us  is 
made  to  feel  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  has 
given  him  an  equally  as  great  a  mission 
to  perform  in  the  life  beyond.  As  the 
people  ovar  whom  he  presided,  we  should 
thank  our  Father  above  that  we  were  per- 
mitted to  dwell  upon  the  earth  during  the 
lifetime  of  this  great  soul  and  enjoy  the 
blessings  of  his  administration.  Our  lives 
have  been  influenced  by  his.  Many  hearts, 
shackled  by  hatred,  bitterness,  and  wicked- 
ness, were  freed  and  taught  to  love  when 
breathed  upon  by  this  man. 

Personifying  love  and  humility  with 
Christlike  purity  and  tenderness,  he  en- 
joyed, as  perhaps  no  other  modern  man 
has  ever  enjoyed,  the  admiratio?  and 
esteem  of  all  his  people,  his  state,  nation 
and  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  human 
family. 

Though  endowed  with  the  abilities  and 
capacity  to  achieve  success  in  the  business 
and  finangial  circles  attained  by  few,  the 
wealth  of  this  world  could  never  lay  claim 
to  his  greatest  interests.  President  Smith 
sought  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its 
righteousness,  then  all  other  things  were 
added  unto  him. 

Beginning  his  vocational  life  as  a  sales- 
man while  yet  a  young  man,  he  was  soon 
to  have  experience  in  the  military,  railway 
construction  work,  and  as  a  public  servant, 
being  the  first  Latter  Day  Saint  in  Utah  to 
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receive  a  federal  appointment  from  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  rose  from 
insignificance  to  prominence  in  the  West's 
Rocky  Mountain  empire,  becoming  director 
and  president  of  several  of  the  leading  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  institutions.  Dur- 
ing the  last  six  years  of  his  life,  those  abili- 
ties were  dedicated  to  a  greater  extent 
than  ever  before  in  administering  the  tem- 
poral affairs  of  the  Lord's  earthly  kingdom 
while  he  presided  over  the  church.  The 
inspiration  that  filled  his  mind  through  his 
religious  activities  was  reflected  in  all  he 
did.  Consequently,  large  businesses  sought 
guidance  from  his  great  wisdom  and  judg- 
ment in  determining  policies  and  in  making 
decisions  of  import. 

For  a  lifetime  of  unsurpassable  effort  in 
helping  the  lives  of  youth  and  that  organ- 
isation in  particular,  the  Boy  Scouts  of 
America  conferred  upon  President  Smith 
the  Silver  Buffalo  and  the  Silver  Beaver, 
the  highest  decorations  obtainable  in  scout- 
ing and  held  but  by  few.  He  was  pro- 
minent among  those  who  established 
solidly  the  Boy  Scout  movement  as  a  part 
of  the  Church  youth  programme,  and  was 
thus  appointed  a  national  leader  of  those 
boys,  sitting  on  the  Executive  Board  of  the 
National  Council.  Confirming  the  numer- 
ous acts  of  recognition  made  by  others,  the 
University  of  Utah  recently  honoured  the 
President  by  bestowing  an  honorary  Doctor 
of  Humanities  degree  upon  him.  In  count- 
less such  ways  have  those  whose  lives  he 
has  affected  endeavoured  to  signify  a  deep 
appreciation  difficult  to  express.    Even  so, 


much  of  what  this  man  has  done  has  gone 
unheralded  before  men,  being  accom- 
plished in  such  a  way  that  the  benefactor's 
role  was  minimised.  This  is  as  he  desired 
it  to  be. 

George  Albert  Smith  was  the  name  given 
to  their  little  son  by  John  Henry  Smith 
and  Sarah  Farr  Smith  soon  after  his  birth 
in  the  family  home  just  across  the  street 
from  the  Salt  Lake  Temple.  Throughout 
his  long  and  illustrious  life  he  guarded 
that  name  with  scrupulous  care,  for  it  was 
the  name  of  his  grandfather  who  played 
such  a  prominent  role  during  the  years  the 
church  was  in  its  infancy,  being  ordained 
to  the  apostleship  and  later  cailed  into  the 
First  Presidency  as  a  counsellor  to  Presi- 
dent Brigham  Young. 

Although  his  legacy  was  void  of  gold  and 
silver,   it   held   securely   an   inheritance  of 
eternal  worth,  a  heritage  contain 'ng  bless- 
ings unpurchaseable.    Through  t.ie  loins  of 
a   chosen   seed   did   he   come   to   earth   en- 
dowed with  the  characteristics  which  had 
made  so  golden  the  lives  of  his  ancestry. 
While  he  was  yet  ten  years  old,  his  father, 
John    Henry    Smith,    was    called    into    the 
Council   of  the  Twelve.     From   th's  great 
family     the     Lord     has     called     General 
Authorities  of  the  church  for  four  succes- 
sive   generations,    the    fourth    being    be- 
queathed a  great  standard  of  devoted  ser- 
vice to  God  and  man  in  church  leadership 
to  be  cared  for  and  held  high.     Through 
the    lives    lived    by    his   parentage,    young 
George  Albert  was  introduced  to  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  a  child,  at  which  time 
he  was  undoubtedly  being  prepared  for  all 
that  the  Lord  was  to  require  of  him.    From 
his  youth  he  has  been  climbing  the  ladder 
of  responsibility  and  leadership,  never  look- 
ing   back,   never   stumbling,    for   early   he 
placed  his  hand  in  that  of  his  Creator  who 
has   directed   his   every   climb.     From  the 
rung  of  lay  membership  to  missionary  ser- 
vice he  stepped.    Thence  to  other  positions 
until  1903,  when  President  Joseph  F.  Smith 
received  a  revelation  from  the  Lord  calling 
him  to  the  apostleship.    Upon  the  shoulders 
of  this  young  thirty-three-year-old  man  was 
placed  the  responsibility  of  being  a  special 
witness  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  all  the 
world.    For  over  forty-one  years  he  travel- 
led all  over  the  earth  bearing  witness  to 
all  men  of  the  divinity  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ  and  of  the  reality  of  the  glorious 
restoration. 

(Continued  on  page  75.) 
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It  was  10  a.m.  on  Sunday  morning,  and 
twenty-three  souls  were  assembled  in  the 
living  room.  Four  missionaries,  parents, 
children  and  a  horny-handed  great-grand- 
father aged  eighty,  his  hair  white  but  his 
back  straight.  A  volume  of  mixed  voices 
filled  the  house,  and  through  two  or  three 
open  windows  the  overflow  of  song  reache'd 
the  passerby  in  the  road  and  a  neighbour 
in  his  dahlia  garden. 

Brother  Jones  opened  the  Sunday  school 
with  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving,  and  the 
children  and  adults  separated  for  class 
period.  The  adults  who  had  remained  in 
the  large  main  room  all  leaned  forward  in 
their  chairs  as  a  young  elder  approached 
the  pulpit.  He  began  to  speak  on  the 
power  and  authority  that  had  been  be- 
stowed upon  "modern  Israel"  by  the  laying 
on  of  hands — that  which  has  given  men 
to-day  power  to  act  authoritatively  in  the 
name  of  God. 

The  Elder  said  that  since  the  days  of 
Adam  this  power  has  been  with  men  during 
periods  of  righteousness,  and  then  departed 
when  righteousness  waned.  It  was  with 
ancient  Israel,  then  it  was  lost.  This  power 
that  the  righteous  men  of  the  earth  have 
possessed  has  been  so  overwhelming  that 
the  very  elements  of  nature  have  obeyed 
— fire  has  been  brought  down  from  heaven, 
armies  stricken,  lepers  cleansed,  the  dead 
raised.  This  power  to  act  in  the  name  of 
God,  is  the  Priesthood.  There  are  two  divi- 
sions of  it.  Paul  spoke  of  them  when 
writing  to  the  Hebrews :  "  If  therefore  per- 
fection were  by  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  (for 
under  it  the  people  receive  the  law)  what 
further  need  was  there  that  another  Priest 
should  rise  after  the  order  of  Melchezidek, 
and  not  be  called  the  Order  of  Aaron?  " 
Paul   here   clearly   mentions   two   distinct 


By  N.   G.   Goosen 


orders  in  the  Holy  Priesthood  of  God — 
that  of  Melchizedek  and  that  of  Aaron.  The 
Lord  commanded  Moses  to  ordain  Aaron 
to  the  office  of  a  Priest  to  assist  Moses  in 
performing  priestly  tasks  of  a  more  tem- 
poral nature  in  order  that  Moses  could 
devote  more  time  to  spiritual  duties.  After- 
ward the  Lord  commanded  that  the  tribe 
of  Levi  should  assist  Aaron  in  his  work. 

With  the  death  of  Moses  the  Higher 
Priesthood  was  taken  from  the  earth.  Then 
it  was  again  strikingly  manifest  under  the 
reign  and  dispensation  of  Jesus,  only  to 
be  lost  once  more  in  the  dark  ages  that 
followed  when  man  became  completely  cut 
off  from  God  because  of  the  universal  apos- 
tacy  of  the  church  and  its  leaders.  So  far 
did  the  work  of  the  church  become  carried 
away  from  its  original  Christian  simplicity 
through  the  introduction  of  paganism,  that 
the  task  of  bringing  the  organisation  back 
to  earth  was  hopeless  without  a  Divine  In- 
tervention. The  inspired  step  of  the  re- 
formers, although  taken  toward  the  right 
tract,  still  did  not  give  man  the  authority 
needed.  This  could  only  be  accomplished 
through  a  complete  restoration  of  the 
gospel  by  direct  revelation  from  God  to 
man — in  another  dispensation,  just  as  it 
had  been  revealed  to  Adam,  to  Noah,  to 
Abraham,  to  Moses,  and  to  others. 

The  work  of  the  restoration  began  in 
1820,  in  Eastern  America.  We  are  all 
familiar  with  those  glorious  events.  Then 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  was  restored  to  the 
earth  on  May  15,  1829,  when  John  the  Bap- 
tist, in  his  resurrected  state,  appeared  to 
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Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver  Cowdery  and  con- 
ferred it  on  them.  The  Melchizedek 
Priesthood,  which  gave  man  power  to  seal 
eternally,  was  restored  at  a  later  time. 

The  young  Elder  who  had  been  speaking 
paused  and  stood  erect,  he  seemed  to  grow 
three  inches.  He  said  he  wanted  to  bear 
his  testimony,  because  that  was  what  was 
on  his  heart.  As  the  meeting  ended  the 
passers-by  in  the  road  and  the  gardening 
neighbour  were  overtaken  by  the  strains 
of  the  closing  song: 

"Thus  onto  eternal  perfection. 
The  honest  and  faithful  will  go. 
While  they  who  reject  his  glad  message, 
Shall  never  such  happiness  know." 


HE'S  DEPARTED 

To  Share  The  Gospel  With  Others 

(Continued  from  page   73.) 

While  he  was  travelling  to  New  York 
City  in  May,  1945,  to  fill  one  of  these  assign- 
ments, he  received  a  telegram  announcing 
the  death  of  President  Heber  J.  Grant  and 
requesting  him  to  return  to  Salt  Lake  City 
at  once.  Similar  messages  were  sent  to 
the  others  of  the  Twelve  who  were  travel- 
ling. By  the  day  of  the  funeral  of  Presi- 
dent Grant,  all  the  brethren  had  returned. 

On  May  21,  1945,  the  living  oracles  of  the 
Lord.,  the  council  of  apostles  and  Patriarch 
to  the  Church  entered  the  temple  of  God. 
The  brethren  were  fasting,  seeking  to  draw 
even  closer  to  Him  who  was  to  call  forth 
one  of  them  to  be  His  prophet  among  men. 
After  hours  of  sweet  communion  with  the 
spirit  of  God,  George  Albert  Smith  was 
called  and  sustained  as  President  of  the 
Church.  Clothed  with  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Priesthood  and  under  divine  com- 
mand, they  all  united  to  place  their  hands 
upon  his  head  and  in  the  authority  and 
name  of  the  Most  High  seal  upon  him  all 
the  keys  and  authority  pertaining  to  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Arising,  he  called  to  his 
side,  to  complete  the  Quorum  of  the  First 
Presidency,  President  J.  Reuben  Clark  Jr. 
and  President  David  O.  McKay.  It  was 
the  Lord  that  called  George  Albert  Smith 
to  be  His  prophet,  seer,  and  revelator.  He 
now  stood  at  the  top  of  the  ladder  which 
connects  the  heavens  with  the  earth  as  the 
mouthpiece  and  personal  representative  of 
the  Master  to  the  human  family.  For  the 
next  six  years  he  presided  over  the  church 


PROPHET,  SEER,  &  REVELATOR 

(Continued  from  page  69.) 

refined  and  capable.  She  always  supports 
and  encourages  her  husband  in  his  work, 
and  faithfully  stands  by  his  side.  They  £re 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
arc  living.  All  of  their  children  are  faith-' 
lul  and  active  in  the  Church,  and  good  home 
builders,  in  the  tradition  of  their  parents. 
Each  of  the  children  holds  a  college  degree. 
The  lour  sons  have  all  filled  missions,  and 
the  girls  have  done  mission:  ry  work.  All 
of  them  have  been  married  in  the  Temple. 
Theirs  is  a  rich  heritage  to  honour  and 
cherish.  President  and  Sistir  McKay  are 
ideal  parents,  kind  and  loving.  Their  devo- 
tion and  family  life  are  examples  to  mem- 
bers, throughout  the  Church. 

We  in  the  South  African  Mission  are 
h.ppy  to  sustain  President  David  O.  McKay 
with  our  love,  our  honour,  our  faith  and 
orayers,  and  our  deternrnation  to  follov 
his  counsel.  He  is  the  Lord's  annointed, 
holding  the  keys  of  authority  in  this  Dis- 
pensation. We  are  fortunate  to  have  him 
to  guide  and  direct  us.  We  pray  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  ^pare  him  for  many 
veers  so  that  even  though  he  has  been  called 
to  be  President  of  the  Church  when  79 
years  of  age  his  administration  will  be  long 
and  eventful. 


and  guided  it  toward  its  ultimate  destiny. 
No  prophet  was  ever  loved  more  by  his 
people. 

President  Smith's  mission  has  now  been 
completed  and  he  has  been  released.  An- 
other of  God's  noblemen  has  been  called 
to  fill  that  great  High  Priestly  office.  Like 
unto  President  Smith,  we  all  love  President 
David  O.  McKay  with  a  love  known  only 
within  the  Church  and  kingdom  of  heaven. 

While  President  Smith  has  been  physi- 
cally removed  from  us,  the  spirit  he  radi- 
ated in  his  life  shall  forever  remain  with 
his  people — that  spirit  which  possesses  an 
understanding  of  and  an  appreciation  for 
the  "  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  father- 
hood of  God."  Let  us  rejoice  in  his  de- 
parture from  us  for  it  marks  his  arrival 
to  that  place  beyond  where  we  know  he 
was  met  with  "  Well  done  thou  good  and 
faithful  servant.  Enter  into  the  joy  of 
your  Lord." 
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Transfers  and  Appointments .  .  . 


Name 

Elder  Elder    Clifford   D.    Bush 
Elder  Ronald  T.  Pace   ... 
Elder  Harold   O.    Home 
Elder  Richard   I..    Dutson 
Elder  Donald   E.    Toomey 
Elder  Meade    Squire 
Elder  John   A.    Wursten 
Elder   Walter   L.    Hogan 

Arrivals  .  .  . 


jvom 

Parkview,    Transvaal 
Southern  Suburbs,   Tvl. 
Verecniging,    Tvl. 
Vereeniging,    Tvl. 
Kroonstad,    O.F.S. 
Springs,    Tvl. 
Kroonstad,    O.F.S. 
Kamah,    Tvl. 


to  date 

Southern  Suburbs,  Tvl.  April   15 

Rosebank,  Tvl.  April   15 

Mayfair   West,   Tvl.  April  20 

Mayfair   West,   Tvl.  April  20 

Bloemfontein,    O.F.S.  April  20 

Kamah,    Tvl.  April  28 

Kamah,    Tvl.  May       5 

Mission  Office  May       5 


The    following   missionaries   arrived  aboard    th 

Name.  Home. 

Elder   Gordon   Dee   Cooper  Farmington ,    Utah 

Elder   Lyle   Rasmussen  Raymond,    Alberta   Canada 

Elder  Don    W.   Manning  Raymond ,    Alberta   Canada 


Cape   Town   Castle"    on    April    26,    1951. 

Assigned  to '. 
Bloemfontein,    O.F.S. 
Pinelands,    C.P. 
Springs,    Tvl. 


Statistics  .  .  . 


BAPTISMS 

Sophia  Aletta  Jacobs  Barnes,  was  baptized  April 
1,  1951  in  Johannesburg,  Transvaal,  by  Elder 
Robert  S.  Thompson,  and  was  confirmed  by 
Elder  Gail  Young  on  the  same  day. 

Johanna  Magrita  Cathrina  Brummer,  was  bap- 
tized April  1,  1951  in  Vereeniging,  Trans- 
vaal, by  Elder  Richard  L.  Dutson,  and  was 
confirmed  by  Elder  Richard  L.  Dutson  on 
the  same   day. 

Willem  Hermanns  Brummer ,  son  of  Andries  and 
Johanna  Brummer,  was  baptized  April  1 , 
1951  in  Vereeni.ging,  Transvaal,  by  Elder 
James  R.  Moss,  and  was  confirmed  by  Elder 
James  R.   Moss  on  the   same   day. 

John  Bemnard  Spear,  son  of  Sydney  and  Inez 
Spear,  was  baptized  April  22,  1951  in  Bloem- 
fontein, O.F.S.  by  Sydney  John  Spear  and 
was  confirmed  by  Elder  William  L.  Glenn 
on  the  same  day. 

Bernard  Vincent  Milne,  was  baptized  February 
25,  1951  in  Johannesburg,  Transvaal  by  Elder 
Tharin  J.  Bigler  and  was  confirmed  by  Elder 
Ronald  T.   Pace  on  the  same  day. 

BIRTHS   AND   BLESSINGS 

Lesly  Fairall,  daughter,  was  born  to  Coleen  and 
Ronald  Fairall  on  February  16,  1950  in 
Durban,   Natal. 

Robert   Howell   Burden,   son   of  John   and   Hilda 


Burden,  was  blessed  March  8,  1951  in 
Durban,  Natal  by  Elder  Milton  M.  Merrill. 
Jennifer  Muriel  Burden,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hilda  Burden,  was  blessed  April  8,  1951  in 
Durban,  Na^al  by  Elder  Floyd  Lyman 
Leavitt. 

DEATH 

Robert  Stephen  Gordon  McKnight ,  died  April  7, 
1951    in   Johannesburg,    Transvaal. 

Louis  Johannes  Swart,  died  April  17,  1951,  in 
Cape   Town. 

ORDINATIONS 
Archibald  John   Bennee,   was   ordained   an   Elder 

by    President    Gilbert    Tobler    on   March    29, 

1951. 
Thomas  A.  Hancock,  was  ordained  a  Deacon  by 

Louis   Duncan   on   April    8,    1951. 
Stanley  Pulford,  was  ordained  a  Priest  by  Elder 

Floyd  Lyman  Leavitt  on  April  8,    1951. 
Henri  de  Coligny  Hugo,  was  ordained  a  Teacher 

by  brother  I.  C.  Louw  on  April   15,   1951. 
George  Francis  Bibb,  was  ordained  a  Teacher  by 

John  T.    M.   Wilson  on  April   29,    1951. 
Eric  George  Bibb,  was  ordained  a  Priest  by  Elder 

Dale  G.  Johnson  on  April  29,  1951. 

MARRIAGE 

Mavis  Theonise  Schuback  and  Christoffel  Webb, 
were  married  April  7,  1951  in  Durban,  Natal. 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  Springs  and  Bell- 
ville  Relief  Societies.  According  to  the  annual 
Relief  Society  Magazine  subscription  report  for 
the  calendar  year  1950,  the  subscriptions  from 
your  branches  during  this  one-year  period  rep- 
resent   75    per    cent,    or    more  -of    your    Relief 


Society  membership  as  of  January  1,  1950.  You 
are  therefore  entitled  to  receive,  as  apprecia- 
tion for  your  services,  a  free  one-year  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Magazine.  Your  subscription  record 
will  appear  with  your  name  on  the  honour  roll 
published  in  the  Magazine  for  May,  1951. 
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Town  and  the  Transvaal.  He  coached  th' 
Cumorah  Baseball  team  and  served  as  Supsr 
vising  Elder  of  the  Cape.  Elder  Nelson  ha; 
served  in  Springs.  Bellville  and  Port  Elizabeth 
where  he  served  as  District  President.  Elde: 
Hamberlin  had  laboured  in  Durban,  Springs 
and  Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia,  where  h 
acted  as  Supervising  Elder.  He  completed  hi' 
mission  in  the  Mission  Office  as  Chairman  ol 
the  Historical  Committee. 


Elder    Tobler 


Tld^r   Jex 


Elders  Gilbert  Tobler,  Robert  Jex,  Eavid 
Nelson,  and  Glenn  Hamberlin  were  honourably 
released  and  sailed  for  home  on  April  13,  1951. 
aboard  the  "Athlone  Castle."  Elder  Tobler  had 
served  in  New  Orleans,  U.S.A..  Florida,  Sea 
Point,  Claremont,  and  Johannesburg,  where  h » 
acted  as  Supervising  Elder  for  over  a  year.  H; 
completed  his  mission  by  touring  the  Union  a; 
2nd  Counsellor  in  the  Mission  Presidency.  Elder 
Jex  had  laboured  in  New  Orleans,  U.S.A.,  Cap? 


Eld?r  Nelson 


Elder  Hamberlin 


Missionaries  Bid  Farewell 


"I  wish  to  thank  my  Father  in  Heaven  for 
the  opportunity  given  me  to  be  able  to  labour 
among  the  people  of  South  Africa.  I  am  thank- 
ful for  the  Gospel  that  has  enabled  me  to  asso- 
ciate wiJh  you  and  enjoy  your  friendship,  for  it 
has  enriched  my  life  greatly.  My  experiences 
here  will  be  something  to  benefit  me  in  my  life's 
journey,  and  I  will  be  eternally  grateful  for 
them.  May  the  Lord's  blessings  attend  you 
always  as  we  all  strive  to  build  up  the  Kingdom 
of  God."  —Elder  Robert  jex. 

Indeed  a  blessing  of  great  value  has  been 
given  .  to  me  to  labour  in  this  part  of  our 
Master's  vineyard.  He  has  sent  me  to  a  people 
who  I  have  learned  to  love  beyond  all  descrip- 
tion. At  this  time  I  feel  very  humble  and 
thankful  for  the  love,  kindness  and  friendship 
that  has  been  given  to  me  by  the  good  Saints 
of  this  fine  country.  May  these  fine  members 
prosper  and  receive  blessings  from  upon  High 
that  will  help  them  come  forth  in  perfection 
In  departing  there  is  sadness  and  grief  which 
is  always  expected  at  parting,  but  there  is  joy 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
which  binds  us  together.  I  look  forward  to  that 
time  when  we  may  greet  each  other  once 
again." 

Elder  .H ■  David  Nelson. 


"As  t'.i?  train  pulled  out  of  the  station  in  Salt 
Lake,  the  thing  I  wondered  most  about  was  if 
in  my  weak  way  I  would  be  able  to  touch  th" 
heart  of  some  honest  soul.  I  knew  if  I  could 
only  do  that.  I  would  be  able  to  return  horn.-' 
happy.  When  I  arrived  I  was  anxious  to  meet 
the  people  and  tell  them  about  the  restoration 
of  the  Gospel,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  retain 
this  enthusiasm  throughout  my  mission.  Th" 
Saints  here  have  been  very  kind  to  me,  and 
if  I  have  done  or  said  anything  to  hurt  any- 
one, I  now  ask  their  forgiveness.  I  want  to  bear 
my  testimony  to  the  people  of  South  Africa.  I 
know  that  God  lives,  and  that  He  sent  His  only 
begotten  Son  into  the  world  that  we  His  chil- 
dren might  live  again.  I  know  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  the  instrument  in  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  to  open  this  last  dispensation,  and  that  if 
we  are  faithful  we  will  once  again  enter  back 
into  God's  presence.  We  will  never  go  wrong  by 
taking  the  Saviour's  advice  to  "  Seek  ye  first 
the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness  and 
all  else  shall  be  added  unto  you."  May  the 
Lord  bless  you  all." 

Elder    Glenn    L.    Hamberlin. 
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District   Highlights  .  . 


RAMAH  BRANCH 
Reported   by  Mary  Stark 

Early  in  March  the  Building  Fund  Com- 
mittee held  a  successful  Fun  Fair  and  Fete 
under  the  direction  of  Bob  Stark.  An 
interim  report  handed  in  showed  that  the 
Fete  had  raised  the  sum  of  £150.  If  we 
continue  the  good  efforts  of  working  to- 
gether, our  goal  of  a  new  chapel  will  soon 
be  realised. 

Signe  Smith  has  announced  her  engage- 
ment to  Mr.  Leon  Krugar,  and  we  wish 
them  both  happiness. 

We  welcome  back  to  the  branch  Sisters 
Yvonne  Mathews,  Rita  Puckey,  Pamela 
Wande,  and  Brother  John  Meyer.  Sister 
Wande  entertained  the  Mutual  recently  by 
relat'ng  the  experiences  she  enjoyed  in 
Europe  with  the  S.A.  students  on  tour. 

The  young  people  gathered  at  Ramah  on 
the  6th  of  April  for  an  informal  dance  to 
aid  the  building  fund.  Excellent  music 
was  furnished  by  the  Milne  family. 

Brother  Norman  Muir  was  released  as 
district  President  with  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks,  and  Brother  George  Ganter  was 
sustained  as  his  successor.  He  called  I.  C. 
Louw  and  Derryck  Vice  to  be  his  counsel- 
lors. President  Ganter  has  endeared  him- 
self to  the  people  in  positions  of  leader- 
ship before,  and  we  all  pledge  to  support 
him  now. 

Sister  Mercia  Tewson  was  released  at 
President  of  the  Y.W.M.I.A.  and  Sister 
Yvonne  Mathews  was  sustained  in  her 
ntead,  with  Maisie  Ninow  and  Erma  Muir 
r.r.  counsellors. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Nola  Troski 

On  Sunday,  the  25th,  we  had  a  lovely 
Easter  programme  sponsored  by  the  Sun- 
day School.  Almost  the  entire  membership 
was  brought  in,  and  it  was  a  marvellous 
success.  The  branch  has  been  reshuffled 
again.  We  were  sorry  to  lose  Brother  I.  C. 
Louw  as  Branch  President,  but  wish  him 
success  in  his  new  calling  as  a  Counsellor 
in  the  District  Presidency.  We  are  happy 
to  welcome  Brother  Reaford  Futter  as  the 
new  Branch  President,  and  we  wish  him  a 
long  and  pleasant  administration. 

We  say  keep  up  the  good  work  to  Brother 
Hugo,  who  was  advanced  in  the  Priesthood. 


KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Jo  Sawyer 

With  our  Branch  President  Dave  Banfield 
and  family  back  from  holiday  together  with 
Brother  and  Sister  Powrie  our  very  small 
community  is  again  complete. 

Elder  Gail  Young  has  been  replaced  by 
Elder  Gordon  Owen,  and  although  we  re- 
gret to  see  him  depart,  we  welcome  Elder 
Owen  and  hope  he  will  be  happy  amongst 
us. 

On  Sunday,  the  3rd  of  April,  Sister 
Aletta  Jacoba  Barnes  was  baptised  by 
Elder  Robert  Thompson  and  confirmed  by 
Elder  Gail  Young.  We  welcome  her  into 
the  church,  and  know  that  she  will  find 
much  happiness  and  psace  of  mind  working 
here. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Winifred  Cooksley 

Congratulations  are  due  to  Brother  W.  J. 
Sanders  on  his  engagement  to  Lareen  Vil- 
joen  of  Carolina,  and  a  welcome  home  to 
Sister  Brummer  and  her  daughters  from 
Vereeniging. 

The  Pretoria  Relief  Society  is  in  full 
swing  again.  A  social  was  held  at  the  home 
of  the  Kunitz's  with  plenty  of  eats  and  fun. 
This  little  function  was  also  held  as  a  fare- 
well for  Elder  Hall,  who  was  loved  and 
respected  by  all  and  will  be  greatly  missed. 

VEREENIGING  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Rudolph  Brummer 

We  congratulate  Johanna  W.  Brummer 
and  her  son  William  on  their  confirmation 
into  the  Lord's  church. 

On  March  30th  a  games  evening  to  aid 
the  Sunday  School  funds  was  held.  It  was 
a  huge  success. 

We  were  sorry  to  see  Elizabeth  Brummer 
and  her  two  daughters  leave  for  Pretoria, 
and  we  regretted  to  lose  Elders  Moss,  Dut- 
son  and  Home,  who  have  been  transferred. 

Our  new  place  of  worship  is  the  S.O.E. 
Hall,  and  we  are  all  thankful  for  it. 

NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Janetta  Brummer 
Our  branch  has  been  fortunate  to  have 
the    Brummer    family    from    Vereeniging 
visit  us  over  the  Good  Friday  week-end. 

We  regret  to  announce  that  one  of  our 
members,  Robert  S.  McKnight  was  fatally 
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injured  in  a  motor  cycle  accident  in  Johan- 
nesburg on  April  7th  and  died  on  the  8th. 
The  Relief  Society  has  been  reorganised 
and  we  know  the  new  officers  will  put  their 
shoulders  to  the  wheel  of  responsibility 
with  renewed  determination. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Beatrice  Smith 

Perfect  weather  made  the  Easter  Camp 
at  Kleinmond  one  of  the  jolliest  outings  the 
Cumorah  Scouts  and  the  Mutual  campers 
have  ever  enjoyed.  Elders  Hamberlin  and 
Cook  were  the  speakers  on  Sunday. 

Sister  Cherret  was  released  from  the 
hospital,  but  Sister  Amy  Hyland  is  under- 
going an  operation. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Lotter  of  Paarl 
and  Alf  and  Susie  Shelver  on  the  births  of 
their  sons. 

The  Relief  Society  had  a  cake  sale  and 
raised  over  £9,  which  will  help  pay  for 
the  new  fluorescent  lighting  in  the  small 
hall. 

We  offer  our  deepest  sympathy  to  the 
family  of  Brother  Louis  Swart,  who  died 
on  the  17th.  His  exemplary  life  will  never 
be  forgotten. 

Brother  and  Sister  Terblanche  have 
moved  to  Ceres.  The  Scouts  will  miss 
"  Stork "  and  will  always  be  grateful  to 
him  for  his  untiring  efforts. 

Brother  Mark  Myers  and  Miss  Hanshen 
Hauptfleisch  were  married  at  Windhoek, 
and  we  wish  them  lasting  happiness. 

The  District  Conference  was  held  on  the 
22nd  with  the  Restoration  of  the  Gospel 
as  the  theme.  The  main  session  was  ad- 
dressed by  Brother  Goosen  and  President 
and  Sister  Wright. 

Mowbray  has  a  new  quartet  composed 
of  Sisters  Sheila  Bibb  and  Francis  Butt. 
and  Brothers  Bernie  Rayner  and  Eddie 
Higgs. 

We  welcomed  Peter  and  Yvonne  van 
Rhyn  back  home  with  a  shower  of  kitchen- 
ware. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 
Reported  by  Dorothea  Storey 

A  social  was  held  at  the  Goosen's  home 
on  the  6th  of  the  month.  Interesting  games 
were  played,  refreshments  served,  and 
everyone  enjoyed  themselves. 

Our  sympathy  and  love  are  extended  to 
Brother  Jakins,  who  is  in  the  hospital  from 
a  broken  shoulder  blade.  We  hope  that 
our  Heavenly  Father  will  enable  him  to 
make  a  speedy  recovery.    Our  prayers  are 


also  for  Amy  Geneve  Halse.  who  has  been 
ill  and  has  not  yet  recovered. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

We  were  extremely  sorry  to  say  good- 
bye to  Dr.  and  Sister  Bennee.  They  have 
gone  to  make  their  home  in  Alberta,  Can- 
ada. They  were  each  presented  with  a 
small  gift  as  a  token  of  our  appreciation 
for  their  many  kindnesses. 

We  had  another  loss  this  month  with  the 
departure  of  Brother  and  Sister  Pulford. 
With  them  it  is  truly  a  case  of  "  our  loss 
is  England's  gain." 

Our  M.I.A.  speech  festival  was  a  great 
success.  The  winning  team  of  the  debate 
was  Sister  Jean  Marchand  and  Elder 
Leavitt. 

Little  David  Nell  fractured  his  forearm 
and  Sister  Daphne  Wahlburn  had  an  acci- 
dent on  her  bicycle  last  month. 

Sister  Neilson  of  Pietermaritzburg  and 
her  sister,  Mrs.  Upfold,  paid  us  a  visit.  We 
now  have  Brother  T.  Brummer  and  Brother 
A.  Brummer  of  the  S.A.N.F.  to  swell  our 
ranks. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen 
For  many  months  Jean  and  Rhona  Mc- 
Gill  have  been  studying  the  gospel  and 
attending  services.  Last  month  the  great- 
est desire  of  their  hearts  was  realised  and 
they  entered  into  the  waters  of  baptism. 
These  good  sisters  have  endeared  them- 
selves to  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
branch;  we  extend  a  whole-hearted  wel- 
come to  them. 

On  Easter  Friday  the  Sunday  School 
spent  the  day  at  Nahoon  Mouth. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 

Reported  by  Eiiid  Griffith 
We  said  good-bye  to  Elder  Nelson  on  the 
31st  as  he  departed  for  the  States  after 
completing  his  mission.  He  has  done  a 
wonderful  work  here  in  P.E.,  and  we  wish 
him  God  speed. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  the  Sunday 
School  sponsored  a  game  night  at  the 
Dollar's  home.  Everyone  came  dressed  as 
hobos,  and  the  "best-dressed  hobo"  was 
Elder  Holman,  while  Mr.  Allan  was  the. 
"best-dressed  gentleman."  The  evening 
was  spent  in  playing  games  and  dancing. 
Five  pounds  was  raised  from  the  sale  of 
refreshments. 
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DISTRICT  HIGHLIGHTS  boy  was  born  to  Brother  and  Sister  Syd 
Spear  on  the  5th  of  March. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH  .   A™ke  ™le.  *'as.  hfeld  d"rin(?  *]■  ™nth 

_  .    ,  .      _         „  by  the  Relief  Society  and  over  £14  were 

Reported  by  Inez  Spear  J*-**^  Sister  Wrench  and  Sister  Daubney 

We  are  happy  to  report  an  addition  to  *     did  most  of  the  baking,  and  we  thank  them 

one  of  the  families  of  this  Branch.    A  baby  for  their  splendid  efforts. 
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Mention  should  also  be  made  of  the  three  old  married  men  who  were  famous  while  in 
South  Africa,  George  Dalton,  Clyde  Goodman,  and  Jake  Barton.  Well,  Dalton's  still  married, 
Goodman  just  reported  in  with  a  male  addition  to  his  family,  and  Jake  is  passing  out  the  malts 
on  number  two.  Others  who  have  two  youngsters  in  the  family  are  the  Poultcrs  and  the 
Rowlands — almost.  Family  men  with  only  one  new  addition  are  the  Clarkes  with  a  baby  boy, 
the  Webbs  with  a  baby  girl,  and  the  Wilkes'  who  also  have  a  girl.  Yes,  the  Church  in  Smith 
Africa  would  indeed  be  thriving  if  these  missionaries  had  made  converts  as  fast  as  they  are  now 
raising  them\ 

So  the  "  good  old  Elders  "  are  still  engaged  in  missionary  work — in  fact,  some  of  them  have 
taken  it  so  seriously  that  they  decided  to  start  a  study  group  and  endeavour  to  convert  som:  of 
their  heathen  girl  friends  and  wives  to  the  principles  of  the  Gospel.  Consequently,  every  Friday 
night  there  is  a  gathering  at  someone's  home  and  a  good  old  cottage  meeting  ensues.  The 
Elders  in  South  Africa  have  often  been  accused  of  talking  too  highly  of  their  homeland.  Be- 
lieve me,  that's  nothing  compared  to  the  way  they  talk  about  their  second  home,  South  Africa, 
when  they  get  home.  A  group  of  wives  and  girl  friends  got  so  tired  of  hearing  about  South 
Africa  that  they  conspired  together  to  decide  what  to  do  about  it.  At  the  next  meeting 
everybody  could  tell  that  something  was  in  the  air,  but  never  did  we  expect  what  came.  The 
girls  suddenly  broke  into  a  skit  depicting  just  about  every  outstanding  South  African  experi- 
ence we'd  ever  talked  about,  and  left  us  stunned  with  a  display  of  keen  perception  and  wit. 
Needless  to  say,  we  are  now  very  cautious  in  our  reminiscing.  Of  course  the  boys  were  not 
to  be  outdone,  and  Nick  Smith,  Mickey  Duncan,  and  Lavar  Rockwood  teamed  up  to  produce  a 
masterpiece  which  when  presented  at  a  Friday  night  meeting  curled  everybody's  hair  and  just 
about  defeated  the  purpose  of  the  study  group.     Yes,  we  still  like  fun. 

Especially  happv  is  Felicia  Fourie,  who  is  enjoying  her  new  home  here.  While  on  the 
subject  of  South  African  girls,  I  should  mention  that  Joyce  and  Anita  Kehl,  Joan  Baker,  Peggy 
Jennings  and  Valerie  Hancock  have  just  about  taken  over  in  the  21st  Ward,  where  all  of  them 
are  living.     They're  all  very  active  in  the  ward  and  have  proved  to  be  a  great  asset  there. 

The  newest  arrivals  in  the  U.S.  from  the  Union  are  the  Escojidos,  who  are  now  living  in 
Salt  Lake.  Their  daughter  Roma  is  attending  East  High  School.  Frank  Van  der  Westhuizen 
is  visiting  in  Sunny  California,  and  Hansel  Rayner  is  serving  with  the  U.N.  Forces  in  Korea. 

We're  looking  forward  to  a  visit  from  happy-go-lucky  Phil  Margetts  shortly.  Phil  has  been 
training  for  the  U.S.  Army,  and  he  has  been  fortunate  to  chum  around  with  Dell  Higham 
since  they  have  been  stationed  together.  S^- 

Well,  I  seem  to  have  run  out  of  news,  which  will,  no  doubt,  surprise  President  Wright,  but 
I  hope  he  realises  that  it's  hard  to  be  the  biggest  missionary  gossip  without  him  around  to  supply 
the  information.  If  Eve  failed  to  report  on  xour  favourite  Elder  please  forgive  me,  but  remember 
that  Em  now  separated  from  many  of  them  by  hundreds  or  even  thousands  of  miles.  However, 
Em  sure  you  would  all  be  gratified  to  see  the  progress  your  old  friends  are  making  here  and 
how  faithful  and  true  to  the  gospel  they  are.  Above  all,  remember  that  although  we  may  write 
seldom  or  not  at  all,  we  think  often  of  you  good  people  in  the  land  we  learned  to  love,  and  we 
will  alwavs  watch  with  eagerness  the  growth  of  the  Church  there.  There  are  none  of  us  who  do 
not  dream  of  some  day  returning,  but  until  then  may  J  say  for  all  of  us — Tot  siens  and  alles  van 
die  bestel 

Sincerely, 

Elder  Robert  C.  Taylor. 

■£;  Printed  by  Samuel  Griffiths  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Dock  Road,  Cape  Town. 


